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Ethics of Television Programs in Covering the Syrian Crisis
A Comparative Study between Al-Arabia Al-Hadath
and Al-Jazeera For 2014
Abstract

This study aimed to examine the ethics of the media coverage of the Al-Arabiya Al-
Hadath and Al-Jazeera channels of the Syrian crisis for the period between January 1 of
2014 until December 31 of the same year.

And knowing the extent of my moral commitment to both channels during their
coverage of the events of the Syrian crisis, and the researcher approved the Today's
Harvest program that is shown on Al-Arabiya and the Harvest program that is shown on
Al-Jazeera as a model for analysis.

In this study, the researcher relied on the descriptive method and the method of
content analysis using the form for content analysis. The validity of the tool was verified
by defining the units of the categories of analysis accurately and presenting the analysis
tool to a group of experts and specialists for arbitration. The researcher works with
himself in order to verify the stability of the instrument for the analysis.

The study population is represented by the Al-Arabiya Al-Hadath and Al-Jazeera
channels, and the sample of the study is the episodes of the Today's Harvest program on
Al-Arabiya Al-Hadath channel and the Al-Hassad program on Al-Jazeera.

The study reached a set of results, the most prominent of which was the lack of
commitment by the two channels to the ethics of the media in displaying and publishing
pictures and videos during their coverage of the events of the Syrian crisis, and the lack
of mention of the source during coverage in both channels in close proportions, in
addition to the bias of the two channels during coverage by focusing on news of
opposition movements. The Syrian government is distinct from the rest of the parties in
the Syrian conflict, and the two channels focus on working according to the pattern of
journalistic news during their coverage, and ignoring the rest of the patterns.

The study came out with some recommendations, such as the necessity of adherence
to television channels coverage of the ethics of the journalistic profession, and work to
focus on conducting scientific research on professional ethics.

Keywords: the Syrian crisis, Al-Arabiya Al-Hadath channel, Al-Jazeera, media

ethics, TV coverage.
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